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ABSTRACT 


A Nusselt-type analysis was performed for laminar film seein 
on the inside of a truncated rotating cone, which included the inter- 
facial shear between the vapor and condensate, the vapor pressure drop, 
the thermal resistance in the condenser wall, and the condenser exterior 
cooling mechanism. An approximation of this analysis made it possible to 
find a numerical solution for small half cone angles greater than zero. 
A parametric study was performed of this approximate solution for various 
fluids, RPMs, half cone angles, and exterior heat transfer coefficients. 

A non-capillary rotating heat pipe containing distilled water as the 
working fluid was tested. It was rotated at 700, 1400, 2100, and 2800 
RPM, and heat transfer rates of the heat pipe were determined experimentally 
for different vapor saturation temperatures corresponding to electrical 
power inputs ranging from 1 Kw to 7 Kw. 

The experimental results showed that the heat pipe performance was 
influenced by non-condensible gases in the working fluid and suggested that 


the analytical solution predicted heat transfer rates which were too high. 
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surface area of condenser, ft? 
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friction factor, dimensionless 
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latent heat of evaporation, Btu/lbm 
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minimum internal radius of condenser, ft 

vapor saturation temperature, °F 

inlet coolant temperature, °F 

condenser wall thickness, ft 

velocity of liquid, ft/sec 

velocity of vapor, ft/sec 


coordinate measuring distance along condenser 





film thickness, ft 

half cone angle, radians 

density of the liquid, lbm/ft? 
density of the vapor, lbm/ft? 

shear stress, lbf/ft2 

viscosity of the liquid, lbm/ft - sec 
viscosity of the vapor, lbhm/ft - sec 


angular velocity, rad/sec 





I. INTRODUCTION 


A. THE ROTATING NON-CAPILLARY HEAT PIPE 
The rotating non-capillary heat pipe is a closed rotating container 

capable of transferring large amounts of heat at nearly isothermal con- 
ditions. It consists of three main parts: (1) evaporator, (2) condenser, 
and (3) working fluid. When the heat pipe is rotated above a critical 
RPM the working fluid forms an annulus in the evaporator. The working 
fluid is evaporated in that section of the Nene pipe by sare heat source. 
As the vapor pressure increases, the vapor flows toward the condenser end, 
transporting the latent heat of vaporization. The latent heat is removed 
from the vapor as it condenses at the condenser end of the heat pipe. The 


condensate is then returned to the evaporator section of the heat pipe. 


B. BACKGROUND 

Ballback's study [ref. 2] of the rotating heat pipe indicated that its 
heat transfer capability is limited by the amount of heat which can be 
removed from the condenser. In his study, Ballback performed a Nusselt- 
type analysis for film condensation on the inside of a rotating truncated 
cone. In order to obtain a closed form solution for the condensate film 
thickness, 6, he made the following assumptions: (1) the rate of change 
of film thickness with a change in position along the condenser in the 
direction of the evaporator, J , Was much less than the tangent of the 
half cone angle of the condenser, tan $, (2) there were no shear stresses 
between the vapor and the condensate, and (3) there was me thermal 
resistance in the condenser wall.. Daley, [ref. 3] was able to improve on 


the theory introduced by Ballback by taking into consideration the thermal 





resistance in the condenser wall and the outside cooling mechanism. 
Furthermore, Daley neglected the assumption that = << tan >. Using the 
velocity profile for the condensate developed by Ballback, he arrived at 

a non-linear second order differential equation for the film thickness, 6. 
Daley numerically integrated this expression using a Runge-Kutta-Gill 
numerical integration scheme with an IBM 360 MOD 67 digital camputer. To 
start the integration, he used the conditions that 6 = 65 and $2 = tan ¢ at 
X= 0. It was postulated that 6, was a function of the over-fall condition 
at the step located at the condenser exit. Daley arrived at an expression 
for the mininum film thickness, oa! at the condenser exit, uSing the approxi- 
mation that the flow over the step approximated the free fall condition for 
open channel flow. Having found the film thickness from the second order 
differential equation at X = Li the condenser exit, Daley compared this 
value with 6, at L- When the difference was less than 0.0004 inches, a 
solution was found. Using this technique, Daley was able to find the heat 
flow out of the condenser as a function of RPM for a 0° half cone angle 
only. As the cone angle was increased, however, the non-linear second order 
qifferential equation for the condensate film thickness became extremely 
sensitive to the initial value of the film thickness. Consequently, no 
solutions were found for the condensate film thickness for half cone angles 
greater than zero. Newton's study [ref. 5] continued to improve on Ballback 
and Daley by including the effects of vapor pressure drop and interfacial 
shear stress between the liquid and the vapor. Newton also considered thermal 
resistance of the condenser wall and the outside cooling mechanism. Newton 
then reduced his problem to a system of two first order differential 


equations which produced solutions for half cone angles of 0°, 0.1°, 0.2°, 


> 





and 0.3°. Fram the above solutions he found that nd << tan ¢. An 
approximate solution using this assumption and using as an initial con- 
dition 6 = 0, was tried with success. The solution which resulted from 
this approximation deviated less than 2.4% from the numerical solution. 
In addition it was conservative in its estimate of the heat transfer rate. 
The agreement between this approximate solution and the exact solution 
improved as half cone angle increased. 

Newton then operated the heat pipe designed and assembled during 
Daley's study and made same initial comparisons of the analytical and 
experimental results. His experimental results, which contained a large 
uncertainty due to the parameter measurement techniques, indicated that 
the heat pipe was transferring on the order of 20% more energy than the 
theoretical analysis predicted. Visual observation of the heat pipe in 
operation showed definitely that film condensation was not achieved. 
Efforts made to achieve wetting of the stainless steel condenser section 
by the water, and therefore film condensation, were unsuccessful. The 
dropwise condensation mechanism which was achieved, with its known improve- 
ment in heat transfer ability, was the suggested primary reason for the 
deviation of the experimental results from the analytical solution. Time 
limitations also prevented Newton fram performing any analysis on his 
approximate solution to predict the performance of the heat pipe over a 


wide range of conditions. 





C. THESIS OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this study were therefore to: (1) conduct a para- 
metric study of the analytical solution developed by Newton, (2) improve 
the instrumentation and operational equipment and procedures of the heat 
“pipe to obtain more reliable experimental data, and (3) campare the 


analytical and experimental results. 
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IIT. THEORETICAL PROGRAM 


A. REVIEW 

The Nusselt type film condensation analysis performed by Ballback 
and Daley was extended by Newton to include the effects of vapor pressure 
drop, interfacial shear, thermal resistance in the condenser wall and 
outside cooling mechanism. Equations for momentum, continuity and energy 
were developed for an infinitesimal fluid element in the condensate, and, 
assuming one dimensional turbulent flow, momentum and continuity equations 
were developed for isothermal vapor flow. The details of the reduction 
of these equations can be found in Newton's thesis [ref. 5]. The reduction 


did result however in the system of simultaneous first order differential 


equations 
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A Runge-Kutta numerical integration was used to solve the equations siml- 
taneously with the IBM computer. The solution of these equations depended 
on assuming’ an initial value of 6 which was satisfactory for half cone 
angles less than 0.3°. However, the solution became extremely sensitive 
to initial values of 6 at angles greater than this. As it was, in order 
to find the solution for 0.3°, 10,000 steps were necessary in the inte- 
gration. He noted that —— tan ¢. When this approximation was used in 


equations (1) and (2), they reduced to the equations 


dy. (Re sin@X 3 -Te). (ale ee san 
av xsinQ) _ ; (3) 
k. 


| Rs 


and 

SRsing est 24") moet [Rs] - on SR 0 (4) 

Equation (3) was numerically integrated, using 1000 steps of inte- 

gration over the cooling length of the condenser. Initial values of 6 = 0, 
and v = 0 at x = 0 were used to start the integration. The value of vapor 
velocity, v(x), found at each integration step was used in the solution 
of equation (4) for 6(x). This value of 6(x) was then used in the next 
step of the integration of equation (3). After all values of 6 were 
found, the equation 

enex) (1-1) 2th xsing) (5) 


+e + 


k, h 


was integrated over the length of the condenser, La to find the total 
heat transfer rate of the heat pipe. Solutions to this system of equations 


were within 2.4% of the exact solution for half cone angles up to 0.3%. 
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For half cone angles greater than 0.3° this approximation yielded solu- 
tions which were independent of the initial value of 6 and required much 


less computation time. 


B. PARAMETRIC STUDY 

Since agreement between the exact solution and the approximate solu- 
tion was satisfactory and the approximate solution was much easier to use, 
in that it did not require an initial search for starting condensate film 
thickness, especially for half cone angles greater than 0.3°, a parametric 
study of the heat pipe operating characteristics was performed using this 
approximate solution. 

Clear cut relationships between equipment response and indivicual 
parameters are very useful for the engineering designer. In an attempt to 
establish these relationships a preliminary dimensional analysis was per- 
formed on the approximate system of equations which led to the functional 


relation 
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where is a non-dimensional form of the heat transfer rate of 


Q 
kL. (I o-T.,) 
the heat pipe. 
The interdependence of the nine non-dimensional parameters made evalu- 
ation of the effects of these parameters unproductive. Since the problem 
could be reduced to one of separating the independent operational variables 
into broad categories of (1) working flac Wamcaeases properties > (2) eEera= 
tional speed of the heat pipe, (3). exterior heat transfer coefficient, and 


(4) gecmetry, convenient parameters from these categories were selected to 


be studied. 
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Since the experimental model was instrumented to measure the satu- 
ration temperature of the vapor, Ts this parameter was chosen as one of 
the variables of the parametric study. The selection of RPM as an 
independent operational parameter to vary in this study needs no expla- 
nation. The condenser cooling mechanism, represented by the exterior 
heat transfer coefficient, h, is determined by conditions which can be 
made independent of the internal configuration of the heat pipe, the 
working fluid selected, and the rate of heat pipe rotation. Therefore, 
h was selected as variable to be studied. The selection of a geametric 
parameter to vary was more difficult due to the inter-related nature of 
internal radius, Ro condenser length, Los and half cone angle, ¢. R, 
and ¢ were arbitrarily selected for this area of study. 

During the study, RPM was varied in increments of 600 RPM from 
600 RPM to 3600 REM. Values of h used were 50, 100, 500, 1000, 3000, and 
10!5 BTrU/HR-ft2-°F units (the last in order to approximate an infinite 
heat transfer coefficient). The fluids used were water, ethyl alcohol 
and Freon 113, since these fluids have satisfactory liquid and vapor 
properties in the range of conditions studied, and have been used by other 
researchers enough to provide some camparison with previous research in 
the field of condensation. 

The analytical results are presented in tabular form in Appendix C. 
All graphs with one exception, the plot of heat transfer rate vs half cone 
angle, are plotted with the saturation temperature of the fluid on the 
abscissa and the heat transfer rate of the heat pipe on the ordinate. In 
this manner, heat pipe response is plotted as a function of the fluid 


properties with all other parameters held constant for a specific curve. 


> 
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In each figure, one additional parameter, RPM, h, or ¢, was varied pro- 
ducing a family of curves, thereby illustrating the effects of varying 


that parameter on the response of the heat pipe. 


C. DISCUSSION OF ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

In actual operation, the heat transfer rate required of the heat pipe 
is determined by its application. The equilibrium saturation temperature 
at which the pipe will operate is then reached for the other conditions 
of the pipe. Figure 1 shows the response of the pipe to the overall 
physical properties of the specific fluid in use. Water, in the range 
of operation studied is obviously the most satisfactory fluid. Its high 
latent heat of vaporization, 3 times that of alcohol, and 15 times that 
of Freon 113, and its high thermal conductivity relative to that of 
alcohol and Freon 113, would explain this difference in response. 

Ballback's analysis indicated that the heat pipe response is propor- 
tional to the square root of the RPM. This response is modified in the 
analysis by the existance of thermal resistance in the condenser wall and 
the thermal resistance of the external heat transfer coefficient. How- 
ever, analysis of the data in Table 1 indicates that the heat pipe 
response approaches this theoretical relationship, Qewl’42, as the exterior 
heat transfer coefficient becames very, very large. Since Figures 2, 7, 
and 10 are plotted with a naninal exterior heat transfer coefficient of 
1000, they only suggest this trend. They do, however, illustrate the 
heat pipe response with a more realistic exterior heat transfer coefficient. 

Figures 3, 8, and 11 suggest the dependance of the heat pipe response 
on the condenser cooling mechanism, and a further comparison with the 


curves for other RPMs in the previous figures supports this suggestion. 


is 





At the low exterior heat transfer coefficients, very little difference 

is seen between the effectiveness of the various fluids. Thus it can be 
seen that the exterior heat transfer rate dominates the heat pipe 
response when the exterior heat transfer mechanism is poor. Figures 4, 
9, and 13 further suggest the previous conclusion in that at low exterior 
heat transfer coefficients a change in half cone angle causes little 
change in heat pipe response. Quantitively, when the exterior heat 
transfer coefficient is 50 BIU/HR-ft2-°F and the half cone angle is 
increased from 1° to 3° there is an 18% increase in the heat pipe response 
for all three fluids. However, at a heat transfer coefficient of 500 
BTU/HR-ft2-°F the heat pipe response increases 35% for the same change in 
half cone angle. 

From Figure 5 it appears that after an initial rapid increase in 
response with increasing half cone angle, from 0° to 1°, for a nominal 
RPM and h, the relation approaches an approximate 17% increase in heat 
transfer rate per degree increase in half cone angle for the half cone 
angles investigated. Figure 5 also shows that there is a significant 
heat transfer rate even when there is no internal taper to the condenser. 

The change of heat pipe response with change in internal radius is 
illustrated by Figure 6. The heat pipe response is related to the radius 
by two mechanisms. The direct relationship between heat pipe response 
and condenser area is evident from Equation (5). The change in centri- 
fugal accelerations at the condensate film with a change in radius with 
its resultant change in condensate film thickness in addition to the area 


effect is suggested by Figure 6. 


16 





D. SUMMARY OF ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

1. The interdependence of the various dimensionless parameters 
associated with the heat pipe precludes establishing convenient functional 
relationships between heat pipe response and any single parameter. 

2. Heat pipe response is dominated by the exterior heat transfer 
mechanism when this mechanism leads to low exterior heat transfer 
coefficients. 

3. The heat transfer rate of the heat pipe approaches a function of 
the square root of RPM for efficient exterior heat removal mechanisms. 

4, There is a significant heat transfer rate with a 0° half cone 
angle. After an initial rapid rise with half cone angles from 0° to 1°, 
the heat transfer rate continues to increase with increasing half cone 
angles. 

5. A-change in internal radius has a relatively large effect on 


heat pipe response. 
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III. EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM 


A. DESCRIPTION OF HQUIPMENT 

The equipment used to support the experimenatl program (Figures 14 
and 15) was the same equipment used by Newton [ref. 5] with changes made 
as described below in order to increase instrumentation accuracy and 
performance reliability. 

l. Power Supply 

Power is furnished to the heater coils by a 120 volt d.c. motor 

generator set with an automatically regulated voltage output. The heater 
Coils are connected in series with five load banks which consist of 
forty-eight 100 ohm resistances in each bank, each having the capability 
of being switched into parallel connection with the other resistors in 
the bank, thus providing a variable resistance from 33 ohms to 0.417 ohms. 
This variable resistance when connected in series with the 1.7 ohm heater 
coils provides power aes from .433 kw to 7.6 kw. It is possible with 
this equipment to reproduce various heating loads within about 1%. The 
stability of the power supply precludes over-voltages which can cause 
serious damage to the equipment, leading to long periods of equipment 
inactivity. 

2. Instrumentation 

a. Temperature measurements are obtained from eight grounded 

copper-constantan thermocouples and two quartz thermometers. The thermo- 
couples are used to measure a representative temperature of the evaporator 
wall, the vapor saturation temperature in the evaporator, and the exterior 


wall surface terperature of the condenser. The major differences from the 
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previous arrangements are in the condenser wall surface temperature and 
the cooling water effluent temperature measurements. A technique for 
implacing surface thermocouples was found in Ref. 1 and modified to fit 
this experiment. This technique is fully described in Appendix C, and 
consists of welding the copper-constantan junction and the junction 
itself to the condenser surface simultaneously in a Nitrogen atmosphere 
with spot welding equipment. Four thermocouples were welded to the 
condenser exterior surface with this technique . Each thermocouple was 
approximately evenly spaced longitudinally along the condenser. 

The cooling water collector was modified in such a way as to 
insure mixing of the effluent and submergence of the quartz thermometer 
probe in the mixed water. This was done in order to eliminate large 
fluctuations in the temperature difference of the cooling water measured 
by the quartz thermometers. 

b. Rotational speed measurement of the heat pipe is made by two 
means. A Systron Donner Counter 1013 Series measures the RPM using a 
magnetic pickup, and an electronic strobe is used as a check. 

3. Auxiliary Equipment 

In addition to the auxiliary equipment described in Ref. 5, a 
filling device (Figure 16) was constructed to improve the means of £7 1 amg 
the heat pipe with the working fluid. 

A drawing of the fill equipment is shown in Figure 16. The 
equipment consists of 1) a closed tube mercury manameter, 2) a graduated 
250 ml reservoir, and 3) stopcocks and connections necessary to attach 


the equipment to the heat pipe and a vacuum pump. 
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B. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES 


The experimental procedures consist of 1) cleaning and filling 
procedures, and 2) operational procedures. 
1. Cleaning and Filling Procedures 
In order to obtain film condensation in the heat pipe condenser 
when water is the working lfuid, the interior surface must be prepared 
to insure that proper "wetting" takes place. In addition to wetting, 
it is desirable to remove as much as possible of the non-condensible 
gases which may be present, and to fill the heat pipe with the same amount 
of fluid each time. The above goals are accomplished by performing the 
following. Note: Throughout this procedure, until step 1. is begun, do 
not allow the heat pipe to remain empty. If necessary, fill with water 
until ready to accomplish the next step. 
a. Place the heat pipe in the vertical position and mount 
the £111 equipment. 
b. With end windows and "0" rings removed, fill the heat 
pipe with a chlorinated hydrocarbon degreasing compound 
such as CCl 4 or Trichlorethylene. (Caution must be 
observed to avoid prolonged inhalation of the vapors of 
these compounds.) 
c. Drain and fill with distilled water. 
ad. Repeat steps b. andc. 
e. Fill the heat pipe three times with alcohol. 
£. Repeat step c. 
g. Fill the heat pipe with the following mixture: 8 parts 
distilled water, 2 parts ethyl alcohol, 2 parts 50% NaOH 
solution and 1/2 part 30% H,0. solution. Warm the solution 


to approximately 140°F. 
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h. 


Rinse with distilled water until any suitable pH indicator 
reads about 7.0 pH. While refilling the heatpipe with water, 
watch the sides of the pipe carefully for signs of non-wetting. 
If these signs appear, repeat step g. and this step until 

pH of the rinse water is about 7.0 and the pipe icone 

wall wets consistently. 

When ready to fill, prepare the end windows for installation, 

drain the heat pipe, install the end windows with the appro- 

priate "O" ring, gaskets, and bolt ring. Torque the bolts 

GO? 30) lis=an: 

Immediately connect the fill equipment and start the 

vacuum pump. 

Operate the fill equipment as follows. Start with all 

stopcecks shut. 

(1) Open stopcock "A". 

(2) Slowly open stopcock "B". 

(3) Pump until minimum absolute pressure is reached (about 
5 mm Hg or less) approximately 1/2 hour. 

(4) Shut stopcock "B". 

(5) Vent and fill the graduated flask with working fluid 
to desired level. 

(6) After the flask stopper is in place, slowly open stop- 
cock "D", allow the fluid to boil about 1 minute to 
degas. 

(7) Shut stopcock "D", slowly open stopcock "C" and allow 


the desired amount of fluid to enter the heat pipe. 
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(8) Record the pressure and output from themmocouple 
Channel no. 5. 

(9) Seal the fill tube with heat. 

2. Operational Procedure 
Having completed the filling procedure, the heat pipe is ready 

‘to run at a pre-determined RPM. About 10 drops of lubricating oil are 
added to the oil fill tube at the top of the large block. The cooling 
water lines are turned on so that the rotameter is at approximately 302 
flow. 

The drive motor is turned on and the heat pipe is slowly brought 
up to the desired RPM. Once a liquid annulus has formed in the evaporator 
and the desired RPM has been reached, the DC motor generator is turned on 
and power is added to the evaporator. Having reached thermal equilibrium 
for a particular power setting, data was taken by the instrumentation 
described earlier. 

Shut-down is accomplished by first shutting off the current to 
the heater, and then decreasing the RPM by use of the remote control unit. 

Cooling water flow rate and temperature difference data is then 
reduced by the equation 


=o An 
: Pp 


to determine the experimental heat transfer rate of the heat pipe. Con- 
denser exterior wall temperature data is then used in the analytical 


solution for the same conditions. 
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C. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 


1. Preliminary Results 
Using de-ionized, distilled water as the working fluid, the heat 


pipe was rotated at the various RPMs. A preliminary energy balance made 
on the cooling water flow through the condenser cooling box campared to 
the electrical power input indicated that up to 10% of the heat added to 
the heating coils of the evaporator was not recovered in the condenser, 
Suggesting unmeasurable heat losses from the system by mechanisms other 
than through the heat pipe and into the cooling system. The probable 
mechanisms are losses to ambient from the evaporator heater coils, and 
losses to the main bearing cooling water. Further insulation of the 
system, however, appears at this time to be unfeasible. 

Limitations were placed on operating the heat pipe above 8 Kw due 
Eemthe temperature in the heating coils developed at that power level 
as indicated by a red glow from the coils. Another limitation was the 
operating pressure within the heat pipe. These limitations precluded 
operation of the pipe at low RPM and high power levels. 

2. Visual Observations 

Using a strobe light, visual observations were made through the 
end window. Film condensation appeared to be taking place since the con- 
denser surface was mirror smooth. Comparison with the appearance of the 
condenser during Newton's operation when noticeable waves and surface 
irregularities were evident support this conclusion. Fram these obser- 
vations it was estimated that film condensation was taking place over 
greater than 90% of the condenser surface at all power levels and RPMs. 
A small poeicn of the remote end of the condenser did appear to undergo 
dzopwise condensation, but this area became smaller as the power and REM 


were increased. a 





The results obtained while operating the heat pipe are plotted in 
Figures 17, 18, and 19, together with solutions of the analytical mcdel 
for the conditions achieved during operation, and the solutions to an 
analysis performed by Sparrow and Hartnett, [ref. 3], for condensation 
on a rotating cone. The Sparrow and Hartnett results are shown to indi- 
cate the state of the technology at the beginning of the original investi- 
gations of Ballback and to serve as a form of reference fram which these 
analyses are improvements. 

The heat pipe was operated successfully on three occasions, 
identified here in chronological order as Runs 1, 2, and 3. Runs 1 and 
3 were performed in order to establish repeatability of conditions and 
data. Run 2 was performed in order to compare the effects of dropwise 
condensation with film condensation, and with Newton's dropwise data. 
Run 1 was made with the first use of the fill equipment. Due to uncer- 
tainties in procedure, lack of experience, and fear of losing condenser 
wetting if the pipe was permitted to dry, the heat pipe was evacuated 
for 10 minutes to a final pressure of 19 nm Hg before filling and sealing. 
Upon completion of Run 1 the pipe was wiped lightly with machine oil ali 
an effort to pramote dropwise condensation. Filling for Run 2 was 
accomplished in the same manner as Run 1. Run 2 was conducted and drop- 
wise condensation was achieved. The cleaning procedure was then carried 
out and Run 3 was conducted. However, while evacuating the pipe prior 
to filling it, a significantly lower pressure could be attained. The 
pipe was filled and sealed after 30 minutes of evacuation, and at a 
pressure prior to filling of 4.5 mm Hg. Subsequent operation was successful 
in that film condensation was achieved, even though the heat pipe was dry 


prior to filling. 
ao 





Four major areas of discussion were opened by the experimental 
program: (1) the results of efforts to reduce the previous experimental 
uncertainty, (2) the effects of film vs dropwise condensation on heat 
pipe response, (3) the effects of non-condensibles in the working fluid 
on the response of the pipe, and (4) the uncertainty in measurement of 
effective condenser length. 

The experimental data indicated a significant reduction in 
experimental uncertainty. Newton was able to obtain an average uncer- 
tainty in the measurement of heat transfer rate of +588 BTU/HR. The 
efforts of the present project succeeded in reducing the uncertainty in 
this measurement to less than +50 BITU/HR. Additionally, the measurement 
of the exterior condenser surface temperature made it possible to elimi- 
nate the dependance of the analytical solution on the determination of 
the exterior heat transfer coefficient. 

The efforts to achieve film condensation were also successful and 
were important in that the analytical solution is based on this conden- 
sation mechanism. Comparing the results of Run No. 2 with those of Runs 
Nos. 1 and 3 indicate this success. The increase in heat transfer with 
dropwise condensation is apparent. The flattening of the condensate drops 
with increasing RPM, with its resultant increase in centrifugal forces, 
reducing the non wetted area in the condenser and thereby reducing the 
heat transfer rate can be seen by comparing the data for the three 
different RPMs. 

A comparison of the Run 2 results with Newton's experimental 
results are plotted in Figure 20. This comparison indicates that higher 
heat transfer rates were achieved during Run 2 for similar conditions. 


This supports the assumed improvement in ability to remove non-condensible 
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gases fram the working fluid ae to the modified filling techniques and 
equipment. Newton's analytical results, however, were below his experi- 
mental results, and on the order of 2500 BIU/HR less than the analytical 
results of this thesis. This difference in analytical results may be 
explained by the different means of taking into account the external heat 
transfer coefficient, due to the change in instrumentation described in 
Section II.A.2 of this paper. 

The effects of non-condensible gases in the vapor space are not 
as readily apparent. Gebhart [ref. 4] indicates that a very small con- 
centration of air in a water vapor significantly reduces the surface heat 
transfer coefficient in film condensation by effectively blanketing the 
film with the more dense air. This effect would be increased with 
decreasing temperature as the density ratio between the vapor and the air 
is reduced with decreasing temperature. An increase in the gravitational 
field would also tend to increase the blanketing effect by effectively 
increasing the difference in weights of the two gases, air and vapor. 
Both of these effects are supported by the data of Runs No. 1 and No. 3. 
The convergence of the data with increasing temperature and the diver- 
gence of the data with increasing RPM is significant. From this dis- 
cussion it can be seen that the experimental results support the presence 
of non-condensible gases, specifically air, in the vapor space of the 
experimental model. This suggests a possible reason for the difference 
between the experimental results and the analytical curve. 

The proximity of the data to the Sparrow and Hartnett results is 
misleading, since their results are limited to cones "which were not too 
slender" by the assumptions they made in order to arrive at a similarity 


enlution. These results are plotted here only to indicate the state of 
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the art at the begimiing of the initial analysis by Ballback, and to 
Show the changes that arise from including interfacial shear, small cone 
angles, and the vapor pressure gradient in the analysis. 

Finally, the surface temperature measurements fran Runs 1 and 3 
indicate that the determination of effective condenser length may be in 
error. The raw data plotted for a representative data point in Figure 21 
indicates that a longitudinal temperature gradient existed on the con- 
denser surface, with a marked increase in temperature toward the evapo- 
rator section of the heat pipe. This gradient was much less in Run No. 3 
when it was known that the concentration of air in the vapor space was 
reduced by improved filling techniques. This suggests that the effective 
length varies inversely with concentration of non-condensible gases in 
the vapor, due to the tendency of the non-condensible gases to flow toward 
the evaporator because of their greater relative mass. Therefore, the 
effective condenser length used in the theoretical calculations may be 
too large. A shorter condenser length in the analytical calcuations would 
reduce the results of both this thesis and those of Sparrow and Hartnett 


without changing the experimental results. 
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IV. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


A. CONCLUSIONS 

1. The rotating non-capillary heat pipe is an effective heat 
transfer device. 

2. Smooth film condensation was achieved during experimental 
operation when desired and its effects were significant. Heat transfer 
rate with film condensation was less than that with drop wise 
condensation. 

3. The performance of the heat pipe is strongly influenced by the 
exterior heat transfer coefficient. 

4, The performance of the heat pipe is degraded by the presence of 


non-condensible gases in the working fluid. 


B. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. In order to make a‘systematic study of the effect of non- 
condensible gases, improve the evacuation and filling technique, and 
improve the method of determining the concentration of non-condensible 
gases. 


2. Improve the determination of the effective condenser length. 
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APPENDIX A 


CALIBRATION 


1. Calibration of Thermocouples. ‘The calibration of the condenser sur- 
face thermocouples which were manufactured in place, was accomplished by 

| constructing an enclosure of thermal insulation around the heat pipe, 

and providing a source of steam to the enclosure directed to the con- 

denser box and the interior of the heat pipe. The quartz thermometers 

were suspended in the condenser box as tonmereeee references. Agreement 

between the previously calibrated quartz thermometers, the installed 

thermocouples and previously more extensively calibrated thermocouples 

of the same material but unattached to the pipe, at the steam point was 
reached. It was determined that the in-place thermocouples deviated less 


than 1.0°F from the earlier calibration curve. 


2. Calibration of the Rotameter. The method used in the calibration of 
the cooling water flow rotameter consisted basically of using a Toledo 
scale to measure the mass of the coolant flowing into a large receptical 
placed on the scale. As coolant flowed into the container, an arbitrary 
starting point on the scale was established and the stop watch was 
started. When the weight on the scale increased by 40 pounds the stop 
watch was stopped and the time recorded. This procedure was repeated 
several times at each flow rate and data for 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50% full 
rotameter scale flow rates were recorded. (This was done in order to 
insure that flow through the system was constant and duplicated the 


experimental conditions while still providing reliable calibration data.) 
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(See figure below.) A valve and tee piping arrangement was attached to 
the outlet of the rubber hose which was normally attached to the con- 


denser cooling box, supplying water to the spray nozzles. 


C To weighing apparatus 
From 
flow A 
meter 

B To drain 


By establishing the desired flow with valve A while valve B was open, 
then closing valve B and opening valve C, it was possible to control the 
flow rate and back pressure of the system while calibrating the rota- 
meter. This arrangement provided consistant repeatable measurements of 
the flow rate, which could be correlated to the readings on the rota- 
meter. ‘The data was plotted and a straight line was drawn through the 
data. The equation for that line was determined to provide flow 
measurement accuracy with the rotameter within 1% of the flow rate 


through the system, measured by the calibration equipment. 
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APPENDIX B 
TECHNIQUE FOR WELDING SURFACE 


TEMPERATURE MEASURING THERMOCOUPLES 


A means of determining the temperature of the condenser surface was 
determined to be necessary. The technique described here, adapted fram 
ref. 1, was used with success. 

The exterior kapton insulation of the thermocouple leads was stripped 
back 1/2", 1/8" of insulation was then removed from the individual copper 
and constantan wires. The stainless steel surface was prepared by 
Cleaning with fine emery cloth and acetone. The wire was taped in place 
to insure no movement during the welding process. The constantan wire 
Was oriented over the spot where the temperature measurement was desired 
and the copper lead arranged above it. The spot welding probe, after 
the tip had been filed clean, was arranged directly above the crossing 
point of the two wires and peered with a force of approximately two 
lbs. The energy source, a Unitek 1065 Weldmatic, was set at 5 watt 
seconds. It is important that good contact is established between the 
stainless steel surface, the constantan, the copper and the welding probe. 
Grounding of the welding machine to the base metal is accomplished 
insuring that the ground path does not include bearing surface. With all 
preparations made, the current is applied. If the weld is not acceptable, 
it is necessary to begin again with the preparation of the thennocouple 
wire. Figure 22 shows the arrangement of the equipment and material. 

The inset shows the desired appearance of the campleted thermocouple 


junction. 
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